RESEARCH PROPOSAL
In no more than 5 pages (excluding references), include the following sections: 
· Proposed title
· Background & Significance
· Specific Aims & Hypotheses
· Methods
· Timeline
· Resources
· References

Proposed title of the thesis
The title should be concise, descriptive, and reflective of the main focus of your proposed research. 

Background & Significance
Briefly sketch the background of the topic, critically evaluate existing knowledge and specifically identify the gaps which the project is intended to fill. Clearly state what the public health problem is and what needs to be researched.

If you have relevant preliminary studies pertinent to the application and/or any other information that will help to establish the experience and competence for pursuing the proposed project, please include a description here.

Specific Aims & Hypotheses
State concisely and realistically what the project intends to accomplish and what hypotheses are to be tested. It may be helpful to align the hypotheses with the expected structure of the thesis.

Methods
Briefly describe the following:
What theoretical frameworks, models or paradigms will guide your research;
What the study design will be;  
If any new methodology will be used, what are its advantages over existing methodologies;
What the potential difficulties and limitations of the proposed research are, and what alternative approaches to achieve the aims you will follow;
The means by which data will be analyzed and interpreted.

Timeline
Provide a timeline for your research activities, including if appropriate the literature review, data collection, analysis, writing of papers, and writing of the thesis.

Resources
What resources are needed for the research, for instance, software, equipment, data access?

References
Please list the references in the order cited in this proposal.



